
 

Candidate for PTA Caucus Representative 

James Pacini, PTA 

Present Practice Position: Director of Clinical Education, Institute of Technology 

Education: College of the Sequoias, PTA, 2012; Pima Medical Institute, BS PTA, 2017 

Association Activities  
District/SIG: San Joaquin Valley District (SJV) Assembly Representative, 2012-present 

Chapter: Student Conclave Task Force, 2012-2013; PTA Caucus Representative Alternate, 2014-2015; PTA Caucus Representative, 
2016-2017 

APTA: PTA Caucus Communications Committee Co-Chair, 2014-2015; Advocacy Awards Subcommittee, 2016-2017; PTA 
Caucus Alternate Delegate Candidate, 2017; Member: Orthopedic, Neurology, Education Sections 

Community/Other Organization Activities: Institute of Technology Culture Committee, 2017 

Candidate Statement: Collaboration is the key to success for the PT/PTA team. It is important for both to use open 
communication to achieve optimal outcomes and meet the needs of the patients. While this requires an effort from both the PT 
and PTA, my advice to a PTA would be to take initiative in professional development. The idea of professional development, 
whether it is higher education, continuing education, advocacy, or service, may look different to each individual. Regardless, the 
ability to demonstrate growth and engagement in current practice patterns and issues will foster a relationship with the PT staff 
that is rooted in collaboration.  

As the largest chapter within APTA, we are provided many opportunities as members to stay engaged and to serve our 
profession. Even still, some other components allow increased participation from PTA members which might be worth 
investigating as a chapter. There has been recent growth to increase the value of PTA membership within the association and the 
CPTA bylaw change approved by the Assembly of Representatives in 2016 to allow PTAs to serve as a member of the 
Nominating Committee is a perfect example of that effort. Participation from PTAs in elected or appointed positions has had a 
positive impact on the profession of physical therapy at various levels. Just as we are expected to do in the clinic, a collaborative 
approach between the PT and PTA at every level is the best way to function as an association and serve the profession of physical 
therapy. We are #BetterTogether. 

 


